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5 == The Fir Part. 
1 F. _ I I ws A——_— 
| HE extracyd:niry Merits of the Earl of Fſcx,” the high 
Digrities tat he enjoyed, aud the great. Fayour the Queeg- 
had fo often ſhewn him, were Matter of different Specu- 
tations to thoſe who were SpeQaators of his ſudden Fall > 
= They well knew that the Queen' had conferr'd/upon him tte great 
$£onours of the Kingdom , and-that even at th&time of his Fall, he 
2s [' ® a; General cf her Army againft-the,Farl of Tyrtye, who had rais'd 
= _aRetelion in /re/avd : And yet ſo vesy powerful were his Enemies, 
tat all his Precauticns were in vain; hefſaw, bnt could not-avert 
his Fate ; for after all his trenvous Efforts, he was conlin'd # Priſo-. 
| £3 in his own Bouſe. And they who were ey Al one Day 
2a.” =  _ Overitop *er: all, reſolu'd te cruſhchim at once.;' 
=» >> Bht tho' the Earl of £fſcx had indeed done great Services by bis 
_  Valeur, tothe State z and the Queen wanted neither Wiſdom to d'{» 


roceed from a/more ſecre: Cauſe, infomuch. that if ke, 


ch a Kindneſs for him, as had placd him ia her ' Thoughts above 
all the reſt of her SnbjeQs; and that before he-could ptetend to any 

Hing by his Services. 
| Der 1 Ay Qgeca Elizeberht was indecd arriv'd - to a Pitch of Glory above all. 
þ $: = & men in that"Age, not only for her high Digdity,” but.alio 
' Do: for th axtracrdihery Qualities of her'Mind; her Courage, her 
Wiſdom and ver Condudt ; But all theſe were far from being Proot. 
againſt the Power oHoye, that they made that Paſſion burn more 
fiercely : And this it was that made her haveſo great a Tenderneſs 


for this unfortunate Earl, when he appear'd as a Criminal : This it 
was that warded of the Blow ſo lang, when the Hagd of Juſtice was 
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| 5 mad 
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conceiv'd'awAbhorrence of viiofe merciteſs Maximys that oppos'd her fof- 
ter Inclinations. | If | 
But the Queen conld not forhbear loving, yet ſhe uſed all imaginable 
Cantion'to prevent the Diſeagery of that Paſſion it was not in her Pow= 
er to conceal; this mzde+ heBFeep ber Bed, and admit of ro Company, 


but-that: of the Counteſs of Norrngham > Before her fhe freely gave Vent 


to her" Tears; the Cauſe whereof the Counteſs codld ohly conjetture, She 


had indeed entertam'd ſome Snſpicions'of the' Queen's Paſſions for Fſcx, 


and therefore thought herfelf-more thau a little concern'd to find: out the 
Myſtery. - But this was 'fach a tender Point as was to be doſe with a 
great deal of Caytion ; and therefore the Conatefs thayught it beſt to ſay 
but little. But tte Queen's Grief was too extream to be kept in; and 
her Sighs; ard * ent. repeating of Efex his Name, confirn'd the 
Counteſs of. the Truth of what before ſhe could not be aſſured of : But the 
Counteſs had that Command over herſelf, that it was not difficultfor 
her to conceal her being concern'd in that Adventure. So thit ſeeming 


only ſenſible'of- the: Queen's Diſquiet, ſhe'enceavour'd by alt means to , 
comfort her; putting her in Mind how ſerviceable her Vertue might be” 


to her,) that .Vertuewhich bad ſo long reader'd her the Wonder of the 
World, *©-- | 
Ah Madars ! 


for his Treaſon againft me > And 1 who have 2:1irraind the Freedor: 1 my Sets 


and preſer#/d the Liberty of my fAffition from ſubmitting to the 'Eff:rts of ab 

* the Princes of *Europe, - a#d the greatft of my Stbjutis have nv the Miyfors -, 
rune to find my Tnclinations violently ſway'd in Favour of a Perſon es V)r gr avaſt” 
as Fathleſs. Tou keow what 1 bave done to raiſe him, nor can: you be ignorant © 
how 3! he hath requited me by bis Crimes : 1 Man who being Governair of Ires + 


land, General of my Army, in quiet Poſſ:ſſion of the beft Offices of my Kingdom, 
and Maſter of my Afﬀeftion;, yet conld rot forbear conſpiring again that Au- 
thority 1 was too much inclin'd to give him @ Share of : And perhaps agoinft a 
Life I took wo other Pliaſurem, bur ghe Opportunity Thad by i, 1om-l* 1/11 haze 


zy+ Thus far the Queen proceeded ; but it was nat in het Power to 
© #622 A 2 | | 


| | him-!/:Fofhowever he happen'd to fall under her Diſplen- ' 
are; .yebherwas ſorfdrfrrem taking Delight in his Sufferings, that ſhe” 
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csrry on her Diſcourſe any farther. But the Counteſs: figding ſhe bad- 
m.ore than an ordinary .Intereſt therein was ſo much'the more willing to- 
have it continu'd: And therefore under Pretence of comforting the 
Q«cen, prevaiFd with her to declare herſelffarther. F 
J's, #9, AMadem, ſaid the Queen in Reply to what tlie Cunteſs ſaid) 
Theres m1 Hope of Comfort for me, sf the Earl of Eſſex aye ; you may eaſily gueſs, 
by what bis Impriſonment bath done, what I am like to be reduc'd to by bis Death : 
Fer rhouge I abbor his Crimes, I bave @ Kindneſs for bis Perſon ;, which makes 
me afraid, that as I bave-beew ſo fooliſh to tet him know it, I ſhall pardon kim all. 
Tou are igrorant of bes Carriage towards me; and perbaps my. Affetion will as- 
eafiry fizd Excuſcs for bis Ingratitude, as it did for my Kindneſs, T will give 
y2u the Relation of it ;, but I conjure you to fbew me ſoplainly the Shame I haveex- 


pas'd my ſelf to, by my Paſſion, that I may now prevail with my ſelf. to abandon. 


ibe woft wngrateful of Men, tothe Rigonr of bis Fate. 

1 ſhall not need to give you any Account of Matters foreign-to my pre» 
{ent Deſign, nor ſhew the Intereſt of England any other ways than as the 
Earl of Fffx is concern'd. in it. Let it ſuffice that upon the Death of my: 
Siſter, | obtain'd the Poſſeſſing of the Throne, was belov'd and ador'd by 
my People, and happy even beyound my Hopes, But a high Station is 
not always attended with the moſt pleaſant Enjoyments : For that ſoft : 
Repoſe of which I had ſo pleaſing a ProſpeR in the beginning of mg: 
Reign, blewover ina little time to a more tempeſtuous Seaſoh, | 

Reing eſtabliſh'd on the Throne, 1 found my Court was quickly filled 
with Suitors of the higheſt Rank,Princes contending who ſhouldmeritbeſt- 
the Choice, 'twasin my Power to make both a Husband and a King at once: 
Thoſe that | thought had moſt Right to pretend+toit, iwere the Earls of 
Sanzrſet, Leiceſter, Arundel, and Hertford; But finding my ſelf uncaſie 
through their Importunities, I was forc'd to: let them know, I-defign'd 
only to be married to a ſingle Life; and the better to content 'ein, þ ad-- 
vanc'd 'em by conſiderable Employments ; with which they were ſo well 
fatisned, that three of them renounc'd thoſe Wopes they had made ſome 
Pretenfions to. But Leicefter, whoſe Flame or Ambition was greater (or 
at leaſt more conſtant): than the reſt, would not ſo ſoon. part with his 
Pretenſions, bat ſtill flatter'd himſelf with-the Hopes of ſucceeding at 
fz!t, Bot he hoped in vain; Fate had forbid the Bages, and my Afﬀe- 
tiggs rua in another Channel. 

was then the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland rebelPd, that 


-" the Earl of Ex ſignaliz'd himſelf agaiaſt 'em, and making about that 


time his firſt Appearance at Court, ſoon became acceptable to me, and 
rieas d me before he knew it. 

And although thoſe that firſt preſeated him to me, ſufficiently com- 
menced tim, I was too well perſxaded of his Merit, to need any of theix 
32:;5, for } no ſaoner ſaw kim, but I behgld him as an extraordinary 


Perſon ;., 


» vW ww ee 


: p 
Perſon; and thought him the more ſo, to affe@ him ſo much at theſight* 
The Reception I gave him was anſwerable to his Merit ; and the Ac- 
knowledgments he made me were ſuch as became him ; which made me 
fo much indulge my Inclination, nel 

'Twas from the Moment that I ſaw him rſt, that I may date the Loſs. 
of my Repoſe, and then 'twas I became firſt acquainted with that Unea- 
ſineſs which before I had beena Stranger to: And tho' I made the utmoſt 
Efforts to. reſiſt it, yet I was fyrc'd to acknowledge the Cauſe. Andall 
the Oppoſition I-made, ſerv'd only to make the Triumphs of his ViRtory.. 
the more illuſtrious. - But it is impoſlible for any to comprehend the Diſ- 
order I found in my Breaſt, unleſs it be thoſe that are acquainted with. 
the Reſeatments of a great Soul, jealous of its Repatation, and yet 
compell'd to giveit np to the Power of ungovernable Paſſion, I could not. 
look off of him, and yet was afraid leſt my Eyes ſhould diſcover my Weak=- 
neſs to the World. : And when: 1 ſhun'd the ſight of his Eyes, I carry'd. 
the Idea of his Perſon in my Heart: | And though I was angry with my 
ſelf for what I did, yet ſo violently had Love fſeiz'd my Heart, that in- 
vain Il ſummon'd the Aſſiſtance of my Reaſon to deface it, So that I inſen« 
fibly gave up myſelf as a Captive to. thoſe powerful Inclinations which 
had made meentertain-ſuch kind andJpteaſing Idea's of the Perſon of tho 
Earl of Eſ:x, And: making uſe of the Services he had done me.agaiaſt 
the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, ,and the Merits of his Fa 
ther, as a Ground for my Favour, that ſo the true Cauſe 'of-it might not 
be diſcover'd, 1 made him Kaight of the Garter, and Maſter of the Horſe, 
and one of my privy Council, though he was then under Age. 

Thus was I conſtrain'd, that F might iadulge my Weakneſs, . to ſmo- 
ther. the Ditates of Reaſon;, and heap up freſh Honours upon him, that 
I might. cheriſh my kind Inclinatioas for hin 448 the higher I adragc'd 
him, the nearer he was to my Perſon, and the more Opportunity I bad. 
to gratifie the Complaiſance I had for him.  And-how unogratefal ſoever 
I have found him ſince, he-then appear'd to me all kiad and languiſhiag; 
Andifit was-not ſo, yet I had, Tenderneſs enovgh for him to-make- ſuch - 
a ConſtruQion of his minuteſt AQion;, | 

But notwithſtagdiog all wy Actifice, I could not blind the Exrl of L-4- 
ceſter's jealous Eyes, who ſoon look'd up>n the Earl of Efex, as a Perſon 
of ſufficiens Merit to croſs his Preteafions ; and therefore he mide it his - 


*Buſineſs to ſupplant him, which-I quickly perceiv'd, and preſently fore ++ 


ſaw the fatal Conſenneatrs my Kindaeſs might create between two ſuch-: 
conſiderable Perſons : So that I..was force to diſſemble a greater Co 
plaiſance ſor Lelcefter, than I was wont to ſhzw. him, . thay my.real Rind: 
neſs for Ex might be leſs diſcaver'd,. 

And now the King of Swedes, the Emperour for his.S>n, 204 the Dice: 
of A#jou, made their feyexal Courts to we 1, which. thovgh | re 
vs Trae? 


[ 6] 


-- with thatReſpe'as became me; yet | fo order'd the Matter, that their 


Ambaſſadors went home withont-any Fruit'of their Ambaſly, * :2. 

But hitherto the real Motives of my refuling Marriage with theſe Prin- 
ces, has remain'd unknown, having never diſcover'd it til now: How-' 
ever the Interpretations that the World was pleagd tb make of it, tend- 
ed to the increaſe of my Glory: Aud | was admir'd for.my Coitempt of 
Love, even then'when | was an untortunate Subje@ of the Power thereof. 

However, my Averſion for Foreign Alliances, revir'd the Earl of Lei- 
cefter*s declining Hopes ; and even Efcr himſelf feem'd over-Joy'd there- 
at: Not (ſaid he, as'{ was told atterwards) bat that the Queen afts diſ- 
creetly in aff fhe does; and her C boice, - bad fbe made one, had been decent ard 
inf? But that I think ber ſo fir to Reign alone, that] ronld not, without txtream 
"Trou ble, fee ber ſhare her Authority with 4 Huband, ' who perhaps word in time 
be ber Afaſter, The ConftruRion | taade of the Earl of Efix's Zeal, was 
very agreeable to me, and the Deſign | had 'of Engaging'his/ Aﬀections ; 
which 1 fo paſſionately deſir'd, thar | believ'd it accompliſt'd. - And that 
*:was the Slight I put upon Kings, was the only thing that with-held him 
from declaring his Paſſion. fo je 

Soon after I had another Royal Suitor ;. for the Duke of Alen/or, tho? 

his Brother had been refuſed, reſalv'd to try his Fortune alſo; and that 
his Addreſſes might be Effettual, wou'd needs come himfelf : nor cou'd | 
deny my Conſent for his Voyage to Lo»dou: When, after all the Advan- 
tages, he pleaded in his Favour, the Earl of Eſſex loſt not.the Aſcendant 
he tai over me; nay, - he gait'& more upon me- by- that Prince's ſtay in 
Er:0/antt ;, for the was always at my Elbow; not but that-the Earl of' Les- 
co{tey alſo attended me with as much Diligence, tho! not with the ſame 
Legard from me. In'fine, 1 brought ſo many DbjeRions againſt the 
L'nte of Aayſon's Deſign, that.he was conſtrain'd to 'give it over, and 
yet he return'd without any Cauſe of Complaint. 

After the Death of the Qneen of Scots, the King of Spa;n enter'd 
into a League with the Pope againſt me; and having declar'd againſt 
my Right to the Crown, they Joyntly endeavour'd to pull it from my 
Head. For the Spaniards made themfelves Maſters of Daverey, and the 
Duke of Parma laid Siege to S/xys. I then thought it bigh time to pro- 
vide for defending my Realms ; ſo that the Earl of Leiceſter was ſent away 
with all the Nobility of the Kingdom, in the Head of a numerous Army; 
ar.d the Earl of Eſſex was one of the firſt'to follow him. ” And tho? I ſcarce 
knew how to let him go, yet was Tt nnwilling the Man I had ſuch a Kind- 
neſs for, ſhould be idle at Home, * when an Opportuaity offer'd by glori- 
ous Actions abroad, to merit the Tenderneſs | had for him. 

[t will be Time miſ-ſpent to relate all the Circumſtances of a War, 
which perhaps you may be well enongh inform'd of; nor does it con- 
cern what I am deſirous ts relate to you. Let it ſuffice therefore to ſay, 


That 
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That Heaven fGgnaliz'd the Juſtice of our Cauſe by its Sucreſs, the very, 
es”, 


Wiad having favqur'd our fide. 
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When the Generals of my Army arriv'd' at Londos, I was carry'din 


Triumph to St. Pais : Where | muſt bluſh toown, That my Jay to ſee 
the Earl of Eſſex, was greater than that for the Viory.over our Enemies. 


. And amongſt all the numerous Perſons of ſeveral Ranks, I cou'deaſily 


diſtinguiſh-the Perſon of the Earl; on whom my Eyes were always fixt, 
unleſs ſometimes to blind the Earl of Leicefter, I caſt a Look on him. 

It was not long after this Expedition, the Earl of Eſcx fell into fo 
deep a Metaacholy, and I was the firſt that took notice of it, and gheſs'd 
it the EfFec of ſome Paſſion he was unwilling to diſcloſe, and fancy'd my 
ſelf to be the ObjeR of it; and ſometimes ſecretly wilt'd he.wou'd have 
taken the Boldneſs ta declare himſelf. But the Confugon of ſuch a De- 
claration, and the Conſequeace of it, ſoon made me change my Mind. 
And yet- (fo variouſly my Mind was agitated) 1 fcarce cou'd tell what to 
reſolve upon) nor even what to wiſh: I knew | had a mighty Tenderneſs 


*. 
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for Eſſex, and fain I wou'd have had him anſwer'd mine with a reciprocal - 


AﬀeRtion, And this was all the Reſolation 1 con'd come to. | 
But ſtill the Eail of Eſfrx had a Cloud upon his Brows z- aad *twas a 


Grief to me to ſee him Grieve ; and fancying (till my ſelf to be the Cauſe, . 


I was' impatient ti] I knew the Certainty, and cou'd receive no Satisfa- 
(tion tiil he had declar'd himſelf. He wanted not an Opportunity to do 
it, having full Liberty of free Acceſs tome. But, that 1 might not too 
much expoſe my Reputation, by forcing of him to declare his Paſſi2n, LI 
made a ſhew of having an extream Deſign to favour Leiceſter, who upon 
his late Victories, had entertained freſh Hopes. 

Aud therefore, to bring this about, as the Earl of Efex came one Day 
to thank me for the Government of 7reland, which 1 but lately had be- 
ſtow'd upon him-? I was refoly'd to make uſe of that Opportunity to 
bring about what i deſfign'd. And, as he-was-a making his Ackonowledg- 


- ments, My Lord, . (ſaid T) yes have 10 need to enlarge your ſelf 01 what 7 am 


already well affur'd of: 1 rake a Delight in your Advancenscnt; and only deſire 


I cox'd as eaſily remove your Melancholy, as 1 am pleas'd to give you 4 nw Te - 


ftimony of the Senſe 1 have of your Services. 
(added 1) who am falleninoatrroubleſome Corjuntture ; and find a more than 197 = 
dinary Diffecully in reducing my Affittions into a Con:p't.imce with the Necrſſiry 
of State. Jt prefſes me hard to-provide England & Xing ;, becauſe th: Choice ts 


difficult, and I bave ndmind to make it among Foreigners. You are Dijcre't, end” 


(1 bave ſome Reaſon to believe ) not the leaft Lovirg of my Subjifts. J will take 


your. Advice, ſpeak your Mind freely, which of my Syubjefts t 15,_that you. think - 


m0oJF worthy of this high Dignity, 


When I had-ſaid-this, Ffix'd my Eyes upon him with ſo kind and. lane. 
gniſhing aLook, as wou'd have inſpir'd the. malt Fearful, with Buldne+. 
: agQ.. 7» 


You may in your Turn oblige me, , 


+ 


vc 
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(3) 
And 1 cov'd not but take notice, that there was in his Eyes an extraordi- 
nary Emotion, and all the Symptoms of ſome important Secret ready to 
be deliver'd. The Point indeed appear'd tender, but all Things flatter'd 
my Imagination, :that it wou'd be what I wiſh'd it. 

Tour AMajeſty's Reſolxtion (aniwer'd the Earl) will render a Man more 
Gloriow by the Quality of your Huiband, then of the greateft Monarch upoR 
Earth, Remember (ſaid 1) that 7 expect not « Panegyrick, but Advice from 
you Ard that your BuſineS at preſent is t0 Nominate the Man I am to make 
King, and not to commend bis good Fortune in being ſo, The Buſinef is ſo nice, 
Madam, (reply'd the Earl) 1 dare not fbeak my Mind, the' your Majeſty 
requires it, Did you know (ſaid |) what moves me to this Confidence in you, 
you would perhaps expres your ſelf with a great deal more freedom, But, becauſe 
ro bring you tort, 1 muFt advance further, Tell me whether you think the Earl of 
Leiceſter deſerves to be your Prince * The Earl of Leiceſter, (anſwer'd he 
i well born, and a Perſon of great Merit, and will anſwer the Honour Mas 
jeſty intends him, 1s that all you bave to ſay ro me? (ſaid I.) Ab! Madam, 
(anſwer'd he with a Sigh, which made me expe& ſomething more plea- 
ling) 1 ſhould have more to ſay to you for my ſelf, than the Earl of Leiceſter. 
What hinaers you ? (faid I.) The Refpett 1 rave for your Majrſty, (anſwer'd 
he.) 1 am mm Love, Madam; and "tis not 4 thing fitting to make my Queen 
my Confident. 1 bluſh'd at theſe Words, and was in a mind not to pro- 
ceed forther,; but when I look'd upon him, it was impoſſible for me 
not to declare my Weakneſs : and therefore I thus reply'd to what he 
faid laſt : I have that Value for you, my Lord, that 1 find no Averſion to be 
ef your Counſel, Well, Madam, ſince you will keve it ſo, reply'd he, 1 muit 
acquaint you, that I am moFF paſſionately enamour'd with the Countef of Rut= 
Jand : and tiat I caunct Live, without yeur IMajeſty conſerts that ſhe ſhall make 
am? Har;y. 

[t is not eaſie to gheſs how much I was confounded at the defeating 
of my Ropes by this Explication ; having flatter'd my ſelf, that it was 
me he wou'd have nam'd, as the Objett of his Paſſion: It was then, that 
I ſtood in need of all the Haughtineſs of my Nature jj and 1 ha& enough 
todo with all its Aſſiſtance, to keep me from diſcovering more Weak- 
zeſs to the Earl, than he had ſhew'd Paſſion for his Miſtreſs. But kis 
Tranſport was fo great, that it hinder'd him from perceiving mine ; ſo 
that he was ignorant of the Wound he had-given me: But making my 
Grief give place to my Glory, I diſlembled my ſelf ſerene and uucon- 
cera'd, notwithſtanding I labour'd under all the Confuſton and Trouble 
imaginable: And therefore, putting on all the Aﬀurance I was capable 
of, | reply to him, You have made 4 good Choice ; and the Counteſs. of Rut= 
land dejtrves the Kindrefs you profeſs for ber. AZacdam, rteply'd he, with an 
Air of Complaiſance in his Looks, which added to my Grief, Tew have 
dong wore {ir me, in epprovirg of my Paſion for 116 Conmejs of Rutland, than 
304 
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you cond have done, had you procur'd me the Empire of the Univerſe. * It ts your 
Deſire then, added I, with a Sigh that proceeded from Deſpair, thar F 
ſhowd give her ro you? IT atſire any thing, ſaid he, that may preſerve me from 
dying for Love of her, Go your way then, (ſaid 1, to be rid of him, and 
that | might eaſe my ſelt of the inſupportable Conſtraint I labour'd un- 
der) Be afſnr"s 1 will concern my ſelf in your Amon ;, in time you will know it, 
But take heed you ove not the Earl of Leiceſter the leaf Intimation of the Se« 
crit 1 liave tmp4/ted only to you, Wat before I bave order from your Majeſty 
(anſwer'd h2) ro congrats bis FZappineſs, and pay him the Dewirs of ant 
affetionate Sub jeft, 

Theſe laſt Words he pronuac'd wit ſach an Air of Satisfation, as 
wou'd have mide you tor ever have ab'orr'd him, for his [ngratitude : For 
my Condition was now b:come fo altogether defp-rate, that 1 found it 
extreamly difficult to re-altum2 the Uſe of that Reaſon which | had almoſt 
loſt in the Intanglement of Jeilouſte, Love and Anger. But it was bat 
juſt upon me: My ſelf being the Author of my owa Misfortunes , in cal- 
ling the Connteſs of R«:/avd to Court atter the Death of her Husband. 
When I ought to have confiter'd, that the Splendor of her Beauty added 
to the Charms of her Youth, got being then any more than fixteza Years 
old, were ſufficient to carry away the Prize of Love from all Competi- 
tors. Yet I never took notice of any particular Regard the Earl of Ef'x 
had for her, above the other Ladies of the Court, he making Viſits to 
her, no more thangunto them. But taeir Amooy was myſteriouſly m4- 
nag'd, and the Secrecy 41ded to the Strength of it. The Trouble I was 
4in, when Anger, inſtc1d of Grief, had the poiſ;ſiion of my Heart, is 
unexpreſſivle: I con'd not forgive his ſligittiag me, as ke did, tho Re» 
ſpe& and Duty might bzfore have kept him irom tre knowled re of is 
good Fortune. S9 that now tot bis Trceacihery and lazratitade was 
manifeſt, But, think, Madain, what an Azgriav2tion it was, to find 
him ſo far from apprehending my Meaning, that be went immetiztely to 
carry my Rival the glad Tydings of his Succeſs with me, and liczewiſe 
new Tenders of his Love, This very Thought made me reſol;c to Cee 
lay what I cou'd not hinder : and ſ2 went out of my Cloſet into the 
Chamber to call him back ; But I thought I hard the El of Leicefter's 
Voice, and his in the Anti-Gtamber, and going to the Door, faund it 
was what I tiought. For no doubt but LCe:cefter's Jealonſie had (ot hin 
on the Watch, having it ſeems ſeen Ex to enter my Chamber, Ana 
when he ſaw him returawith ſo pleaſant a Countenauce, 7s are bappy ( a4 
he) in having the Priviledge of Entertaining the Queen as 1,9 44 you pleaſe 1 
when others who wew'd Conrt that Happineſs with at lea# an equal Ardour, cat 
obtain that Bleſſing for a Moment. I doubt nit, replied Ef x, but +08 be:ter 
deſerve it; and 1 believe you wil find more Pleaſure in it. 1 will leave your at ls» 
berty taigo in ſearch of it ;, and you will do me a Kinds ni ro bindeo wt nem, 
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/ Being Cal'd another Way tn a very important Occafior, Ard fo left him, and 


went to his Miſtreſs. This freſh Provocztion brouzht me iato ſo much 
Confuſion, that 1 became almoſt as ſenſleis, as if I'd been transform'd 
into a Statue. 'But by degrees re-aſſuming my Reaſon, my Diſcretign 
prevail'd over my Weakneſs : My Anger, 1 confeſs, began to grow hot 
a£2infſt the Counteſs of Kxrlard, but this Conficeration all2y'd it, That 
*twas her Beauty was her only Crime, and thst ſhe was ignorant of any 
Concern that I had for her Adorec. The Earl of Zcicrfier came into my 
Preſence ſoon after, but perceiving me in ſem? Niſorcer, and not daring 

to take notice of it, after a (ſhort ſtay, he withdrew. | 

Not long before, I had ſent to Congratulate the King of Navar on his 
Acccſſion to the Crown of Frazce; and being *inform'd, that he wanted 
fome Aſſiſtance, I refolv'd to ſupply him with ſome Forces, and ſend 
them under the Command of the EarFof £fcx, hoping that his abſegce 
might work a Cure upon me. But tho' I flatter'd my felf at firſt, that 
the reaſon why 1 wou'd remove him, was the defire I had to forget him ; 
yet, to be ingenious in the Matter, I found it was rather a ſecret delire 
of Revenge, by removing him out of the ſ:ght of a Rival that was. ſo - 
dear to him. The Matter being thus reſolv'd on, Lt haſten'd their being 
got ready ; with all imaginable {peed I ſent for the Earl of E/:x to at- 
tend me, To whom I deliver'd my Mind in this manner : 7 kno you love 
Himour, and therefore believe you witl not prefer the Pleaſare of Sighing before 
your Aliftreſs, to the Opportunities of acquiring Glory : And ſuch an Occafion 
row offcrs ;, jor I am reſolu/d you ſhall command the Troops I am ſendirg to ke 
Finch King's Aſſiſtance, And to fortifie your felf again#t tbe Troubles of Ab- 
ſence, think of the Pleaſures your Return will yield you. To which he reply'd 
ina laneviſhing Tone, which was uſher'd in with aSigh, How great a Paſ- 
ſtor [cover I have for my Miſtref,, I ſha! prefer the Honour of obeying your Com 
rawuds tolove it. 

Snon after the Counteſs of Rutland (whom ſince I keew to be my. Ri- 
val, ! cou'd ſcarce bear the fight of) defir'd my Permiſſion to retire a 
confiderable Diſtance from London; to which I very readily conſented ; 
after ſie had had the Mortification of ſeeing the Earl take his Leave 
of me. 

| need not ſpeak of what follow'd his going into France, for all Exrope 
fon rung with the Fame of his great Actions; and I cannot ſay, but that 
I was weil enongh pleas'd to hear him commended : I might well enough 
have recall'd him 2s ſon as France was at quiet. But not being defir'd 
by him to do it, t order'd him to joyn Admiral Howard, whom I had 
then ſent for $p:/z - And that | might not diminiſh his Honour, I gave 
him the like Commiſſion for this Expedition, as I did for that of France. 
And 4s he had betore in that Kipgdom, fo now he did Wonders in m_—_ 
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and by his ſingle Valour frighted the Enemies. In brief, after he had ta? 
ken Ces, and pillag'd the Coaſt of Porrugel, he put to Sea again, in order 
to return tor E-7g'wd - But the Fleet was diſperſed by a dreadtul Storm, 
inſowuch that we had News that the Earl of E/.x was loſt : Aud then it 
was that 1 became more icaſtble than ever of the Regard 1 had for him ; 
and I cou'd not forbear accnſing the Sea for having reveng'd the [ndiffe- 
rence he had for me, in to» ſevere a manner. Andit is impoſſible co ſay 
what I ivite1'd tor bim, whilſt 1 apprehended him loft ; when New was 
brought me, that by the Affiitance of the Admiral of Zotand he was arri= 
ved at P:iamonth ; trom whence lna very ſhort time he came to Court. 
But tho'1 bad ſoimmoderately griev'd at his fappoſed Death, and was 
traniporzeg with a thonfznd Joys at the News of his being alive, and was 
exiicamly pleasd with the Report of his being come to Town, yet the 
Thoughts of my ieeing, him figliiag for another, fill'd me with ſo much 
Jealouve, that t had once reſoly'd to order him to five the Conncil an Ace 
count of his Coadutt, aad not to acmit him into my Preſence. But when 
I was about to put my Rctolves in Execution, the Yendernefs } had tor 
him, made 21] my Retolutions fizg, and i was forc'd to folluw my incli- 
nations, and {ee the muſt tormidavie Enemy cf my Repoſe. Aad when 
I admittcd him into my Preience, (maugre ail i%e Coidnef(s | intended to 
entertain him with) he ſaw nothing but Kinuacti: and Compiaifance in 
all my Actions » 
But you will Wender to hear how agrecably i vas lvnrtz's to fod that 
his Abſence had wefh'd his Aﬀection from the Countels 0! ©.ulwwd - For 
he was now no longer the ſame languiſhing melancholy Man Jha: -bſer v'd 
him to be before his Departure : He had the Air of an intire Sati:n tion 
in his Looks, and all his Actions brisk and gay. And I cor'd not vp” 
think there were as many Smiles1n his Face” (tho? the Connte, of Frtland 
was abſent) as | found Joy in my Heart, at the Explication ke made s 7 
ſee you again (aid I to him) retwrn'd with Vittory ,, but "tis now not 1# my Foe 
er 10 reward your laft Services with a ſight of the Couneſs of Rutland, But if 
any thing I can dv, can comfort you——- of am eaſily comforted for ber Abſence, 
(anſwer'd he very briskly) when / am permitted to /:e your Fajeſty : 1 bave ns 
Paſſion now, but far the Glory of ſervmg your Majeſty 5 and the Conn:e/s of Rute 
land « now 10 more than other Ladies of the Court, Are you 90 longer 1m Love 
with the Counteſs of Rutland ? (replied | between Hope and Fear) Tow hate 
{poken too fat, When you ſee ber again. [ ſee ker again (faid he, inter- 
rupting me) 5! ſoall be without ri... Tranſports 1 expre#t jor her ;, n9: forgetting 
the Reſprfis due 10 your Majeſty— What, replied 1, are you not afraid of the 
Reproaches of a provoked Mijtreſs? No, Madam, (ſaid he, with an Air of 
perfe&t Freedom) 7 am 0:ly concern'd to do my Duty, and, approve myſelf wor= 
thy of your Majeſty's Favours. — Thu, anſwer'd 1, deſerves my Ackrowledge 
ments, axd T ime ſhaii let you ſee, 1 am not angrateful, 
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Aﬀtet afl this, 1 appeal to you, Madam, whether 1 had not Reaſon to 
believe hewas cured of his firſt Paſſion z which left rhe not without ſome 
flattering Hopes, that time might make him entertain ſome Kindneſs for 
myſelf : And no wonder | comply'd with his Deſires {a tar, as to permit 
vim about a Week after to go into the Country about his own Private 
Afﬀairs, from whence ia about ten Days, he retura'd agiun, without ſo 
much as any Symptom of his former Paſſion. 

[n this State things remain'd till the Earl of Tyrone hx rais'd fuch a 
Rebellion in Jrelard, as made it neceſſary to fend freſh Forces over thi- 
ther, to ſubdue them: And ſeeing the Earl of F/tx under a Neceſſity of 
going thither, I could by no means omit to let him know, that the Ring= 
dom was at his Command : And here wuſt confeſs my Weannefs, in 
making (och a Declaration of my Love. Ad to let you fee that I will 
kide netting from you, I will here give you an Account of what at that 
tize pals'd between us. 

Up2n the News of the Troubles ig lreland, he came and threw himſelf 
at my cet, and 52284 that rhe Quieting of that Diſturbance might be 
his Province. Tow beve done e1929h already, ſaid I, and there's no Occaſion 
you fu2s'd, vy expire yourſelf 19 new Dangers, oblige me to new Acthnowleds>» 
mms, — [ 5:\/ve, Madan, fail he, thet rh: Favour 1 beg, will be envy'd me : 
But [take toe Brine; to ſay, Tour Majeſty canmy vefule tt me, without being 
17 [urioxs to your /c!f ,, ſince it may contrieate to any Aleriting the Favory you have 
already i>noured me with == Tice Zeal you expreſs for und®taking great Aft; « 
ens, reply'd 1, may not poſſivly be [> pleaſing as you emagine: And all the Ad» 
vartages that may redound ro England thro* your Valour, ts lefs conſiderable than 
the Troutte it occaſions me, who bad rather ha< ard my Crown, than endanger your 
Life. I am ambitious, yet =» Ab! my Lord, ſave me the Confx fon 07a more pare 
ticular Fxplicationof what you might caſily have long ſince wwdtrſtord, I might per» 
b.yps preſurne to9 ferin my IViſhes, ſays the Earl in ſome Diſorder, W:iÞþ boldly, 
aaiwer'd I, 1love; andif 1h to tell you fo, *ris mot that I am tither aſhamed 
or reper;t of it. To may believe this a veryhard Tack for a Perſon of my Humur, 
79 2402 ſeen you ſige jor another when at the ſame time I have Nighted Kings for 
your {ake, and world bave ſacrific'd more to your Satis {ation — Nhat, adam 
(cry'd he, like a Man aſtoniſh'd) Have you lov'd me ! Ard I been {0 unfortae 
nate 19 make ny [.1f unworthy of your Kindneſs by thoſe Sighs 1 did diſtover ? Did 
my Eycs never red you what I look'd for in yours? faid f, 1 never had the 
B-1dnefs, anſwered he, ro mek ea Corſtrntion of yory Looke, Your Fear was the 
Efett of Ind:ference, (aid | 3; but no wore of what's pa? : Tell me ww, Can you 
love me ? Rather ak me, Alacam, (anſwers he) if ad the AFetion of my Sou! 
C22 merit your 1,5v2? and wether rhe Earl of Leiceſter ( Thow you deſign t9 
make toe happie## Man upon Earth) ſhall not carry the Day from me ? The Earl 
of Leic?fer, (ſaid I) was but a Pretence 10 make you ſpeak: I told you then tru- 
iy, 198 Toavga's I 244 of you : Ny Trouble for you was not ſmall, both in your 
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Abſence, and fnice your Return : Bat all is forgotten. Be henteforth as ] wh, 
and doubt not of being happy. — He ſeem'd to be diſorder'd at what I had 
ſaid, which 1 imputed as an effe& of his ſurprizing Joy; 1 now thought 
it time to be no longer ſcrupulous, for I had now gone ſo far that there 
was no retreating : And therefore added I, 7 will no longer keep you under any 
Uncertainty g but to convince youof the Trath of what I have JFeben, Take this 
(ſaid I, delivering him a Ring, as the high Aſſurance of my Favour) keep 
it aa Pledge of my Kinduef, which I conjure you to preſerve in the State it isin ; 
And on that Condition, I promiſe you wever to deny you any thing you defire of me, 
Then you ſhew me tis Ring, tho" it coff me my Life and my Fortune, 

At the receiving of this Ring, his Acknowledgments were ſuitable to 
ſo great a Favour, nor was he wanting in his Promiſes of as high a Na» 
ture. — But in a few Days after, he went for /re/ard; and left me in 
the grezteſt Aſlurances that his Paſſion was equal to mine. But he had 
not been long there, and was hardly got up to the Rebels, but he was r&- 
preſented to me as one of the greateſt Traytors to my Crown and Digs» 
nity, and charg'd with ſuch Crimes, that I could not withſtand his *m 
priſonment, ror thatof his Friend, the Earl of Southawptor's. 

You may ſave me the Labour, Madam, of telling you the reſt : His oh- 
ſtinate Reſiſtance, his want of Reſpe@ for my Orders, his imprifoning 
my Miniſters, his mnrthering my Soldiers, and the intolerable Pride with: 
which all this was done, is battoo well known. 

Here the Queen ended her Diſcourſe; but this Recapitulation of what 
had paſs'd between her and F/cx, having reviv'd the Memory of her paſt 
Amours, wou'd not ſeffer her to put anend to her Troubles: Nor was 
the Counteſs of N«u:ingham without her Concern in this Matter ; for ſhe, 
25 well as the Queen had entertain'd a fruitleſs Paſſiou for Eft x, and had 
employ'd all the Art ſhe was capable of, in raiſing in kim the like Flame *: 
And having now underſtood for what Reaſon ſhe was ſlighted by him, i- 
alſo increas'd her Reſentments. And thberctore all the Return that ſh£ 
made to what the Queen hd told her, was to expreſs a Zeal to her Ser* 
vice, and to perſwace her fiorn having any farther Kindneſs for the Ea: 1. 
upoa whoſe Ruin ſhe was v-nolly bent; as the Return ſhe thought he mes» 


- rited, for not anſwering the Pallion ſhe had formerly had for him. 


But tho' the Earl could not anſwer the Counteſs's Deſire, no more than 
he had done the Queen's, yet the Coaanteis had another Adimirer, Secre=- 
tary Cecil, who ia the midſt of kis Gravity diſcover'd ſome Charms ig: 
the Counteſs of Natinguam, that created in him a ſtrong Paſſion for her. 
and this Paſſion was increas'd in both, by the natural Hitred they hag, 
profeſt againſt theEarl of Efc.x,tho' from different Cauſes ; Cecl, becaule 
he look'd upon the Earl as the Obſtacle of his ambitious Pretzufions z. 
and the Counteſs from tiat Rage and Averfioa that generally reſe!ts from 
that Love that's aatscr'd wgita Neglet. They b2th rejayerd ig the £21 t: 
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of EF x's Misfortunes, butwere both concera'd at the Queen'sſtill fa- 


vourable Inciinations for him. 

For when the Counteſs had taken leave of the Queen, ſhe preſently re- 
pairs to Cccrl and acquaints him with all that had pais'd; and tkere they 
concerted the Meaſures that were to be taken for the Earl's Deſtruction. 
The firlt Step whereunto, was Ceci['s preſling the Queen to bring Eſſex to 
a Trial; ard at the ſame time caus'd the News of his Death to be ſpread 
throughout the Kingdom. : | 

la the mean time the unfortunate fx, was not without having his 
Thoughts exercis'd about his own Aﬀeairs ; nor was it ſo much his Lik he 
was ſollicitous about : He knew that he was belov'd of the Queen,ant khew 
that it was not in his power to make her reciprocal retur:#s + 7 2if9 
knew as well he had decciv'd her, and that ſhe might nut only juſily Re- 
proach him, but make him Sacrifice to her ſevereſt Sentime;.ts, 

As for the Queen, notwithſtanding all the black Charges againſt E/- 
ſex, ſhe had fill ſuch a ſecret Inclination fur him, tha the had neither the 
Power nor the Will togive him up to ©'s il] Fortune, without at leait ha- 
ving heard him herſelf: To which er ſhe iook vpa Reſolution to go to 
his Houſe, (where he was under Confinement) there to reprozch rim as he 
deſery'd; or elſe (which ſhe much rather defir'd) to find him innocent. 

In paying this Viſit, the Queen took that Care, that no Notice was ta- 
ken of the Undecency of it; and was by her Confidents, privately intro- 
duc'd alone into the Chamber ot the beloved Criminal. 

The Earl was ſurprizd at the Qneen's coming in, and Queen felt no 
* fmall emotion in her ſelf at the ſecing him there as a Priſoner ; But the 
Farl recovering himſelf, ſzluted her with a profound ReſpeR ; and then 
ſo ſtezdily fixed his Eyes on ter, thatin ſpight of all her Reſolutions, ſhe 
could not forbear ſhedding ſome Tears : Which as ſhe was drying vp, 
Well, my Lord, 1aid ſhe, you ſee what 1 do for you, notwithRanding all the Crimes 
mth which I can reproach you. 1 come to hear what you have to /ayin your Fuſti- 


fication; which 7 have lov'd yeu too well, not 10 deſire you maybe able to make it on. 


And w0u'd Heaven were pleas'd it might be purchas'd with any the moi precious 
thing in my Power, — Aſadam, teply'd the Earl, fighing, My greatef7 
Crime is, that ] thought myſelf roo happy, Had you ſat down there, {aid the 
Queen, 7 ſhould bave been too well plea;'d, to have complain'd of you. But was 
it fo eſſential to your Happineſs, that you muFt deſtroy me to make you ſelf ſo? 
Or what need was there of your having Reconrſe to vielent Means, to make your 
ſelf happy of a Fortune, which 1 was willing to beſtow upon you, and to ſhare with 
you in? What Reaſon cox'd you have, ro ſeek the Proteition of the Kings of Scot= 
land and Spain ? Did any Intere#? oblige you to a ſecret Correſpondence with 
Tyrone? And was it for the Safety of my Perſon, you deſign'd ro make me your 
Slave and his? All you have done ſince to wy Subjefts again my Orders, 
are thoſe t9e Expreſſions of your Reſpect £ 15 it by Fury and Treaſon you ſhew your 
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Zea! for me and the Publick? Or, ts all we have (tr a,%d beas d of 10u but Hue © 
ſtor and Fancy ? Tres, Alainmm, teply'd the Exr }, 1oſe Accuſutions of Treas 
fons end ill Deſigns, it was, that run we upew the Riffiunce | bave mage. Yor 
bave keen plear'a 19.heep Favours por mes, end I (i009 grand of what 1 {> {:itle 
deferved ) flatter*d viy [elf witn Exptttation of a thouſand Pleaſnrer, witch you 
had not avjolutely ſo:-bid me to hope for, Tis let I:3/e the Envy and Tealoujie of 
6:hers, cgainft my good Foraume, They abuid your Majeſty with Af informas 
tions : And I (rad the Foritnie to tt afſur'd, that your Aajrſty had order” d me to be 
Arreſted, thy my Tanoeence wou's nave perſwaded me to the contrary, I confeſ, 
Madam, I was in a Rage to jee my Enemies inſult over me, and my ſelf aban- 
aon'd by your Majrſty, and 0: the Poing.of [uſferirg perh.zps a ſhameful Death. 1 
7 thought it neither for my Reputation, mr your Maje vs Flonour, that I ſhoutd die 
4s a Criminal. Thts put ms up21 having Recour/e r9 thoſe Succours and Aſſiſt an- 
ces they reproach me with : And the Reſolution I tnok th 89 out of England, mn 
bopes'to confound my Accuſers, But'T found all the Paſſazes ſtopt ; and muFt as- 
knowledge, in that deſperate Condition, 'I vented my Fury, by ſeeking Revenge on 
your Miniſters. They, Madam, and only they, were the Obje&+ of rhe Rebellion 
1 am charged with, EY 
The Earl ſaid many other Things to this purpoſe, which it wou'd take 
up too much room to inſert here. ' Let it ſuffice, that by his Paſſionate 
Diſcourſes, he work'd the Queen-into ſo good Opinion of him, that ſhe 
told him, ſhe would cauſe a Council to be call'd on purpoſe within two 
Days time, wherein ſhe would declare him innocent, afidreſtore him to 
his former [mployments: Leaving Fſex, and going'away very well ſa- 
tisfied, with what had paſs'd between'em. The Queen was fully refolv'd 
upon what ſhe had promis'd Eſſex, and the next Morning ſent for Cecil, 
the Counteſs of Nottingoam at the fame time waiting on her; to whom 
ſhe imparted her Reſolution, and order'd Ceci! to ſurmnon a Council to 
that end, aſſuring them ſhe had inconteſtible Reaſons tor ſo doing. This 
made Cec:l and the Counteſs look one upon another, as Perſons whoſe 
Projetts for the Earl's DeſtruQtion were now abortive, aud all their Hopes 
were giving up the Ghoft : They ſaw the Qneen was inflexible in her 
Reſolutions ; and tho? both Cec:! and the Counteſs had ſpoke to the Queen 
to-divert her from her Reſolution, yet they ſaw "twas to no purpoſe; . 
and Cecil was forc'd to order an extraordinary Call of the Council. 


The End of the Fir$# Part. 
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wWw E left the Earl of Eſſex his Aﬀeairs in a very promiſing Condi- 


tion; The Queen was” reconcil'd to him, and had promis'd 
before two Days:were paſt,to declare him innocent,and to re- 
ſtore him to all his Honours and Commands : And Secretary Cecil (to his 
great Mortification) was conſtrained to order an extraordinary Call of 
the Council to that end. But, alas! ſuch is the Viciſlitude of ali humane 
Things, that oftentimes ſome intervening Accident or other, ſoon ren+ 
ders all our faireſt Hopes abortive: And when we have thecleareſt Views 
of an approaching Happineſs, ſome unforeſeen Event does in a Moment 
Plunge us into the deep Abyſs of irretrievable Miſery. And ſo it hap- 
pen'd with the Earl of Efex; for when his Enemies thought his good For- 
tune was on the very Point of being reconciFd to him, that fickle G-ddcfs 
on a ſudden ceclar'd: for his Enemies, and crown'd all their Deſigus for 
his DeſtruQion, with' an vnexpefted Succeſs. 
For as the Queen was going to the Council, in order to declare the 
Earl of Efex innocent, word was brought her, that the Counteſs of Rur- 


- land defir'd to wait upon her. The Queen, remembring what was paſt, 


cou'd not hear her Name without bluſhing ; and thiakiag it not a proper 
Seaſon, andwithal ſome'what unlucky, was about to put off the Counteſs 
to another time : But ſhe having not us'd to deny Acceſs to any,. and 
knowing the Counteſs of Rutland was a Lady of the firſt Rank, both for 
Honour and Eſtate, ſhe commanded ſhe ſhou'd be admitted : W hereupon 
the Counteſs preſently came in; and, tho? her Dreſs was careleſs, her 
Looks were melancholy, and her Eyes wcre languiſhing ; yet her Beauty 
was moving and conſpicuous in the midſt of all : As ſoon as ſhe came in, 
ſhe threw herſelf at the Queen's Feet, and with a Tone that denoted the 
Extremity of her Grief, Madam, ſaid ſhe, / aw « humble Petitioner to im- 
plore your Majeſty's Compaſſion for the unfortunate Earl of Eſſex. For the Earl 
of Eſſx, Madam! {anfwer'd the Queen, with ſome Surprize) How came 


your oncernd for him, who bath quitted you with ſo ugh Indifference, after ſo 


many 
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many Promiſes of extrardinary Kindneſs? I expeTted you were rather cometo 
joyn your Reſentments with mine, that you might thereby revenge the Injury dome to Foy 
your Beauty, No Madam (reply'd the Counteſs) rs nor the Tranſpets of 4 
forſaken Miftref, that has brought me 1nto your /Majeſty's Preſence ;, but the ten- 
der Afﬀettion due from a Virtuous Wife to 4 Hacband that ſhe dearly loves : In beg- 
ing for the Earl of Eſſex,-1 beg for mine : This Confeſſion may perhaps aggravate 
our Gmlt ;, but it ts no time for them to dally, who ave on the Bank of a Precipcce. 
1 own, Madam, that after « thoaſand Croſſes, we had that tender Kindneſs for "2 
each other, that we married privately, contrary to that Reſpe# dne from us to your "A 
Majeſty : This, Madam, and this only with bis fear of your juF Indignation, 
pat the Earl of Eſſex upon /ceking Refage ont of your Domninions : He thougit it 
fit I ſhonld go one of thews, but never cntertain'd a T honght of conſpiring ag ain3# your 
Majeſty: 


ajefty; However, this has rnin'd us; and if you protett not an anformase Per 
3. fon, whom you have /o much honoxy'd, be # irrecoverably loft. Conſider, 1 be=- 
24 ſeech you, Madam, That « few Drops of Blood at your Difpoſe, and 4 poor Life 
= you are Miſtreſs of, are not a ſuitable Revenge to the Grendeny of a Queen acer d 
is for many Pertues, but mo#T of all for her Clemeney. 
of The Queen was ſtruck with ſo great a Surpfize at the beginning of this 
ne Diſcourſe, that the Counteſs met with no Intercoption in what ſhe had * 
= 2 Mind to ſay : But, O what a Eeart-rending Piece of News was this, to 
= one that had promiv'd herſelf all the SatisfaQiog thas a plealing Reconci- 
Ut liation with the Man ſhe lov's, cou'd afford her { What Grief and Aggee 
D- muſt ſach a Diſappointment raiſe ; eſpecially in a Soreraiga Quieca, pal- 
A ſtionately in Love, and ndtarally havghty and high-ſpirited, to ice herſelf 
ſ thus barbaronuſly betray'd ? And not to find it ont till tae rery Moment 
_ that ſhe was going to advance him to the bigheſt Pigacle of Honour, thro? 
an over-fond and blind Credulity ! Yet was ſhe nawilling the Counteis | 
\e ſhould know any thing of ber Grief; and therefore fixing her Lyes upon 
*g her, with a Coudtenance full of Agger and Severity, The L:jr you beg of 
1 me, {aid the, s 107 in wy Power : The Pcers are bis Fudges, — A? Sada, | 
” (Aid the forrowtfol Qbuateſs) Afy Hubaxd is 102 5f you goue biws iy co: rhe 
G Fury ;, their Fealoafic will do what Juſtice canner, — Why ſhroxld- you tronb'c 
q yourſelf, ſaid the Queeo, if he bt not gaiky ? — The” 1 am very [are vt is inns - 
- cent, reply'd the Counteſs, yer your cruel Adixiffers are not difpas'd 19 belitys 
a it, Let me intreat you, Madan, if your Majeſty will graut me wo mort, #6 ve put 
6 3nto the ſame Priſon with him. I avs as criminal as be, and poriaeps marc. 1 wiſo 
3t were 18 my Power t0 grant your Deſores, (aid the Queen, but comumon Pol:cy 
: forbids it ; You may, if you pleaſe, wait bis Fate and your van 11 4 Chamber in 
- this Palace. — Ab, Madam ! the left Favorr I beg of you (ſaid the Countets) 
* *, That 1 may be pat into Iron: ; and What eax you fear rom a Grief without 
/ Power ? — 1 fear being troubled with it; and 1 will be obcy'd, anſwer's the 
Queen, in a tranſport of Anger, and o left her ;, giving Order for ber 
beiag put under Guards in a Chamber. - 
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It was cake to ſee that the Fury of the Queen, by ſeeing herſelf decei- 
ved by him, wo had the chief Aſcendant i her Son], was heighten'd ro 
a degree of Madneſs ; All her Tendernefs was now forgotten, and Re- 
renge, ant giving him up to to the Severity of Juſtice, now took up all 
ner Thoughts : Dearb, cry'd fhe, bnt to herſelf, hall be thr Reward of his 
Freraitude ;, 5d J wit rake bis Puniſhment 21 Example tothe whole World, 

\Vith ti: Reſolution, ſhe came to the _nuncil : When, ſhe had decla- 
rod hor icif, the Peers were nam'd for trying the Earls of Efex and Sowuth- 
2291172, Yet in this exerting of her Ju tice, the could not forbear mjx- 
nz ſome 2morous Sighs, and the Agitation-of her Soul, was ſufficiently 
QiHecernaive: For ſhe withdrew from the Council nnder very great Trou- 
ble, and wnuld admit of none into ner Preſence for ſever al Days after. 

Cecil was {trangely furpriz'd to tear the Queen declare herielf againſt 
_ F/ſ-v, whom he verily believ'd ſhe was reſolved to pardon : And tho” he 
knew not the occaſion of this Change, he cou'd not conceal the SatisfaQi- 
on he took tn'it,, but forthwith repairs to the Counteſs of Nottingbans, 
2nd made ter a Partaker of the ſame Joy : Yet could they think it not 
compleat, while = cx was only & Priſoner in his own Houſe : And there- 
tore reipli'd toſtrixe while the Iron was hot, and getan Order from the 
Queen for patting him in the Tower of London; which: as it was then 
eahly obtain'd, was as ſpeedily executed. 

The Err], whoaccording to the Queen's Promiſe expected to-have been 
ſet. at Liberty, not knowing any thing that had paſs'd, was ſtrangely 
ſurpriz'd to find himlelf under a ſtraiter Confinement; and therefore 
prep4-'d for the worſt that might happen , reſolving to'bear his Misfor- 
mnes with that Reſolution and Fortitude that had always accompanied 
him. The Counteſs his Lady having no Comfort but her Tears, nor Com- 
pany but her diſmal Apprehenſions, endezvour'd trom the Compaſſion of 
her Guards to learn ſomewhat of her Husband's Condition ; and by them 
the was told that his Judges were appointed, and that he was remov'd to: 
the Tower : Upan this ſhe ſolicited her Guards, by the powerful Charms 
ef Gold, to bring her to a fight of her Husband ; proteſting ſhe neither 
end her own Liberty nor her Husband's, but only a few Minutes of 
- private Diſcourſe with him ; which thro? the irreſiſtablc Operation ofthat 
Sovereign Metal, they both undertook and effeted, by. be help of their 
Companions in the Tower, 

Fhe uafortunate Earl (that knew nothihg of what happen'd at Wiire- 
&all} being told he was in a few Days to appear before his |udpes,cxpeted 
the end of his Misfortunes with a Conſtancy worthy of him ; and tn the 
mid of dis AftiQions comforted himſelf with this, that hts Counteſs be- 
iaz retir'd iato Scorland, wes out of Dagger ; and therefore was the. mor? 
(orpriz'd to ſee her there » Ab, AXadem, ſaid he, How av: 7 di/appornted one 
2& checfett of my Hepes ! 1 little thongs t6 fee-you inthis {atal F'xce,, wine int the 

Nays 


\% 


decei- 
en'd to 
nd Re- 
up all 
d of ks 
1d. 
decla- 
South - 
 MIX= 
ently 
Troy. 
ter. 


ry') * 

Wame of Wender, had Power to bring you hither ? My Grief and wy Unasdr 
have brought me hither, re ply'd tie Countels. Your Guards | Whaz Madam, 
are you the Ourts's Priſorer ? ſaid the Earl, Yes, fatd ſhe, ana. the Onten ws /o 
angry we are pail Hope, I nas, 6 you drfir'd ne, retiring to a Place of Safety, 
but the News of your Death put a Srop to my Journey ; for thy it was not in ay 
Power t0 delivty 13m out of your Troxeles, yet 1 ihomght it iy Duty to ſhare thens 
with you. This made re prejent myſelf to the neen, and {cek to move her Cum 
paſſion ;, but alas ! fhOs irex:ravle; Ab, adam, laid the Earl, you bave 74 = 
in'd us beyond retrieving : Bui mad ruin yus appenr'd, { nad been nos at Liverty ; 
for by a dexterous Management, 1 had regain'd the 1 en's Favour , bor now jhe 
knows 1 am married, there remains no m'r2 Hopes. * Tis inpoſſiole to deſcribe 
the Afﬀicion the Counteſs was in, at theſe Words ; ſhe iamecited the Sin 
of her Iznorance in the moſt pathetick Terms imaginable : Aud after ha- 
ving ſtriv'd tocut-rival one another in their Tenterneſs tor eacit other, 
they were parted by their Guards, amidſt thoſe meltizy; Tears that would 
have mov'd a Heart of Marble. 

Soon after this, follow'd the Tryals of the Earls of E£{zx and Soutbamye 
ton; but the Queen did not, as it was beliey'd ſhe wou'd, compreteud 
the Counteſs of- Efex in her Husband's Impeachment. lt will nct tuit 
with our intended Brevity, to relate the Tryal at large, But in ſhort, 
the Priſoners were charg'd with holding a C'iminal Correſponience with 
the Kings of Sco:land and Spain ; that they had ſecret Allyacce with Ty- 
one, and laid a Plot againſt the Queen's Authority : To which the Earls 
made 2 very ſtout and reſolate Defence. Cec:!, tho' a politick Man, diſ- 
cover'd too much the Malignity of his Intentions, 'and ſhew'd himſelf 
not only a ſevere Judge, but a moſt inveterate E nemy ; Eſſex ſaw well e- 
nough his Animoſity, but anſwer'd it with a reſolute Slight, and an vn- 
daunted Conſtancy : Yet for all the brave Defence he made, he was con- 
demaed with the Formalities uſed on ſuch Occaſions ; and Sentence of 
Death palled upon them, which was pronounced by the Lord High-ftew- 
ard, The Earl of Zfex was not at all movedTor himſelf, but was very 
much concern'd for the Earl of Southemptor, only for his Love to him, 
was brought under the ſame Condemnation, and interceeded to the 
Judges on his behalf with the greateſt Tenderneſs. 

Whea the Queen underſtood what had pals'd, ſhe gave ſecret Orders 
to defer their Execution ; finding it very difficult to raiſe Diſpleaſuce to 
an even Pitch with her Tenderneſs. And Cecs/ then tremiled to find the 
Sentence he had heard pronounced with ſo much Pleaſure, delay'd by the 
Queens Pity: Nor was the Counteſs of Notringioam's Trouble lefs on that 
Account. 

The Queen being feaſible that *twas only the long Friend hip the Earl 
of Souchampron had for Efſx, was his greateſt Crirne ; and that the Proofs 


8gainſt bim were but flight, granted him his Ly don at his Friends _ 
4 3 rez 


—— 
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Fre : The News of which YL to the Earl of Efex; he, like # 
brave az generous Soul, ſincerely proteſted, That now be fhosld dye with 
Sets *attico ana Contens, ſince the Queen by ber Pardon had own'd Southamp- 
ton's Jnxocence, 

But walle the Earl of Zfcx with an undaunted Conſtancy, expetted the 
Cataſtrophe of his Tragedy, his Counteſs was inform'd that he was exe- 
cuted ; which filled her with ſo great Sorrow, that the whole Court was 
tied with her Lamentations ; of which the Queen herſelf was not igno- 
rant, tho' fac was unconcern'd : Let her cry, ſaid ſhe to the Counteſs of 
Notingoam, fre mt ford many more to wipe out the Score of thoſe Tears ſhe bath 
05 me, The Counteſs was well enough pleasd at what the Queen ſaid, 
2nd ſtrove more to irritate, than allay her Anger : Which that ſhe might 
the better Keep up, ſhe madea hypocritical Viſit to the Counteſs of Eſſex, 
aot to candoie her unfortunate Circumſtances, but rather to render her 
wore miſerable; For tho” ſhe found her in ſo deplorable a Condition,that 
're fell every Minute into the Arms of the Women about her for very 
Weakneſs, and recover'd herſclf only te lament the more pitifully, yet 
tae Counteis of Nottingham beheld all with ſo much Unconcernedneſs as 
f.ewed the Hardgeſs of her Heart. However, that fhe might find out 
:be Myſterics of their Love, ſhe urged the Counteſs to make a Relation 
of 3:3 which ſhe did at large ; by which the cruel Counteſs irritated the 
Anger of the Queen ſo much the more againſt the Earl of 'Efex ;. but 
there was one thing that troubled the Counteſs of Nortingham extreamly, 
which ſhe had firſt heard fram the Queen, and aftewards confirmed by 
the Counteſs of Eſſex, and that was, that the Earl had a Ring ſrom the 
Queen, which whenever he ſent to her ſhe promiſed to deliver him. This 
Secret ſhe imparted. to Cecil, to whom alſo it gave a terrible Diſturbance 
for while he kept that, they looked upon the Ear] as the Maſter of his 
own Fortunes. And therefore they both reſolyed to watch the. Earl ſo 
narrowly that be ſhould give it to none to deliver it to the Queen, with - 
vat tkeir Knowledge ; and ſo to corrupt the Perſon that was to carry it 
to the Queen, that it ſhould never be given to her. 

The Plot being thus. laid betwixt them, the Counteſs of Norringhaws 
xoes to the Queen to incenſe her what ſhe could againſt Zſſex, tells her 
al ſhe had heard from his Counteſs; and then aggravates all againſt him; 
puts the Queen in mind of his plotting againſt ber Authority, his great 
Hypocrifie, in pretending t» be cur'd of his Paſſion for the Counteſs of 
Autlend, when he had privately married her.; his giviag himſelf wholly; 
87 to the Plcaſures of it , while he pretended to be entirely at her 
Devotion ; and his Pride in not ſubmitting bimſelf to her, inthe greateſt 
calamity, and.under the hourly expeRation of Death, Theſe things the 
Counteſs preſſed ſo warmly, that thz. Queen thought herſelf ſo abſolute. 
z Yulre(s of hex Refolctions,, that ſhe doubted not. but ſhe could fee yo 
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die. And yet ſhe no ſooner thought fe, but the pleaſing Idea of the Fart, 
his emineut Services, his great Merit, but eſpecially the natural Inctina- 
tion ſhe had for bim, would preſentlyinſpire her with more gentle Re- 

ſolutions, Thus the Counteſs left the Queen to her own reſtleſs and un- 

eaſe Thoughts until the Morniag. And if the Queen bad but little reſt 

that =" the Counteſs of Norrtingham had not much more : Both were 

alike reſtleſs, but for different Reaſons; the one agitated by Love, the: 
other by Revenge. 

' In the Morning following, the Counteſs, as ſhe uſted to do, waited on: 
the Queen, You find me, /a:4 the Owen, in 8 lamentable Condition, and 
without you can apply ſome better Cordials to me, I ſhall ſcarce endure- 
it much longer. The Wretch to whom I owe all that I ſuffer, is conti- 
nually in my Mind, which has fram'd the moſt pltiful Idex'of his preſent: 
Condition imaginable; And ſhall Ido netbing for him in ſuch an Extrea- 
mity ? Shall L ſuffer him to periſh, as if I had no more Regard for hian-+ 
than another, when I have declar'd' to bim ]lov'd him? Will itrnos: 
be ancternal Reproactrto me to have forſaken him, when it was -i2 wy 
Power to have ſav'd him? — Whatever your Majeſty hall pleaſe to do: 
in his Favour, an/wered the Counteſs of Nottingham, will be the effe&o: 
yovr pure Generoſity, ſince he hath not in the leaſt ſolicitei any Favour 
from you. Indeed if he petition'd, your Bounty would then be look'd 
upon as an effet of your Commiſeratiog, and of his Submiſſion ; but now: 
it will proceed purely from your own Goodneſs, Theſe Words touct's - 
the Queen in her moſt tender Part ; and affeted what the revengeto!”. 
Counteſs aiar'd at, which was to-ſet the Queen againſt him: $9 that the: 
Oneen having blufti'd and continv'd filent for a little while, begaw again 
thus : 1 muſt own to all for this ungratoful Man, withoat putting him to- 
the coſt of one Sign of Repentance, is to approve his Pride; I fee he- 
would havemy Kindneſs do all, and without any RefleQions on the Ouzs 
rages he heth done me, believes | think myſelf ſufficiently recompence2 : 
in holding the Execationer's Hand. No doubt, ſaid the Counteſs, bat he. 
will triemph aver that Goodneſs your Majeſty always made appear to him;: 
Had he been carry'd from the Bar to the Scaffold, had you given him a 


Sight of that Scene of Death, and pardon'd Sourhan:yror, without refpitiog:. | 


the other's Execution, be would have been glad to have petition'd for Mer» 
Cy: But he. knows the. Power he has over you: and pretends that by re-- 
ceiving a Pardon he vouchſafes not to petition for, the World will believe 
him innocent. But, Madam, if- things be carried on thus, what wilt be - 
thought of the Juſtice of the Kingdom ? What will the World judg® £Þ 
your. Majeſty? And if the Earl of Efex without ackdowledging itis-- 
Crimes ſees himſelf at Liberty, will it aot be. ſaid, That the: Queen og” 
England is not {o diſcreet as Fame reports her. 

It was at this vahappy JanRurethat Czcil came to wa1topon the Qieens, 
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azd corroborated all that zhe Connteſs of Nettingham had ſpoken, making 
uſe of all the Eloquence he was Mafter of, to-let the Queen know ſhe was 
concern'd to order the Earl of Eftx's Execution : inſoowch that the 
Queen in a Pet, conſented that he ſhould be executed ſuddenly. And 
Cecil to be ſure would loſe no time in carrying her Orders to thoſe that 
were to be the fatal. Executors of it. | ys kk 

The Earl of Efex had not indeed hitherto petitlon'd for a Favourwhich 
he thought the Queen's Goodneſs would of itſelf have beſtowed upon him, 
But when he beheld himſelf at the Point of being carried to the Scaffold, 
he reſolv'd to implore her Mercy ; and to put hetin mind of her Promi- 
ſes and Oaths. And tho' he knew the Counteſs of Notrtingbaw had no great 
Kindneſs for him. yet he knew alſo ſhe was the Queen's Favourite and 
Confident,and believ'd ſhe retain'd Generoſity enough to oblige him in this 
-\mportant Mediation ; and therefore ſent $o deſire the Favour of a Viſit 
from her. The Counteſs uneakie till ſhe knew the Cauſe of his Requeſt, 
went immedihtely to him without acquaiating the Queen. To whom the 
Earl addreſs'd himfelt thus : 

Can you, Madam, pardon tbe moft unfortunate Man in the World, the Tronble 
be gives you at a Tie when be has no Canſe to flatter himſelf you have any Ree 
mains of Kindneſs for him ? Tet nothing can now be of greater Advantage to me 
than your Protettion, I am not ignorant of the Power you bave over the Outen ;, 
and woald you be pleai'd to joyn it to my repentant Sorrow for having offended ber, 


« 1 doubt not but we may prevail much : Tell ber then, Madam, continu'd the Earl, 


putting his Knee to the Ground, that you have ſeen me in this ſuppliant Poſture, 
full of Grief, for baving deſerved ber Hatred, Reſtore ber tks RI N G 
which 1 have kept, and intreat her. to remember ber the Promiſes ſhe mae, 
wher: ſhe gave it me, I beg my Life by this Pledge, and fhe cament deny me, with- 
ores forgetting ber Oaths. 1 can no longer look upon my Life as a thing pleaſing to 
me; but a mijerable || ife andthe Jatereft of a Son, preſs me to continue it as long 
a i can, I carnot think the Innocency of the one, or Infancy of the other, needs 
my Fuſtication. The Favour to be begg'd of the Queen ss for me alvne. 

It is not caſie to imagine with what Tranſports of Joy ſhe beheld the 


Earl, when he truſted her with that Ring, the Power whereof ſhe had 


ſo much dreaded, and which Ceci! alſo was ſo much afraid of. Aad there- 
fore ſhe made no Scruple to promiſe the Earl what great things ſhe would 
ao on this Occrfion for him, tho' ſhe never in the leaſt intended it; aſ- 
ſuring him ſhe would go dire&ly to the Queen, and uſe her utmoſt Power 
with her in his Favour. 

Having left the Earl, the crue! Woman, inſtead of going to the Queen, 
wentdireQly to Cecil, and gave him the plealing Relation of what had paſt 
between her and the Earl, who was over-joycd to ſee in his Power * ec 
fole Obſtacle againſt Eſtx's Death, and then they wekt both toget” . 0 


the Qucen, who enquiring how Efex receiv'd her laſt Orders ! He tv. nem 
JH 


the 


the ſole Subjeft of his D5/courſe to thoſe that:go to bim. © Let him dye they, let him 0 


periſh, ſaid the Queer very angrily, /ince he wilt have it ſo; Let me be ea#d of 
the rormenting Uncerta:mies I am under. 1 am n0 longer againit his Execution. 


| | L.2# 1 Dn 2! 
wer more haughty in bis Liſe, anſwer'd Cecil; be cannot prevail with bimſelf tg 
frcw- the leaft-Sign of Repem ance : He thinks of nothing bat lis Wife, and ſhe ON 5 


Cecil thirſted too mnch after the EarPs Blood, to let the @ueen have the: 


leaſt time for RefleQion, - Sotharx while the Earl of Eſt was expeRing the 

Ifue of the Counteſs.of Nottinghem's unfaithfal Promiſes, a Scaffold was- 
ſet upin the Tower for his Execution, to avoid the #ffeds of executing 

pablickly a. Man fo much beloved bythe People, 

So great was his Preſence of Mind, that he betrayed aot the leaſt Weake- 
neſs in the utmoſt extremity, nor could any Man go tv his Death with 
more Conſtancy and Refolation. Nordid he murmur in the leaſt again{t- 
the Queen, tho' he might with Juſtice: enough have reproact'd her with 
Breach of her Promiſes. He mounted the Scaffold with a becoming Bold- 
neſs, and undreſſed himſelf with a chearful Countenance, recommeading, 
his Family to theſe abonvt him. And drawing Tears from the Eyes of all. 
the Beholders, he ec: {cd that laſt AR of his Life withont ſo much as giving: 
way to have his Eyes cover'd, as if he was afraid to look up3n Death: 
And had his Head fever «. from his Body atone Blow. Thus dy'd the great- 
Earl of E/*x, the woit beloved Favourite of Queen Elizabe:b : He was 
certainly oae of the accompliſh'd Perſons in the World; and would have 
been too happy, had not Love had too great an Aſcendant over him« 

Tho” the Queen provok'd to a Fitch of Anger by the falſe Reports: of: 


Eecil, had conſented to his Execution, yet ſhe ſon after repented of-her+ 


Reſentments,and refolv'd to pardon him, ſending an Officer of her Guards 
to ſtop their Proceedings: But Cec:l yas aware of this, and hai acen ton 
quick for her, ſo that the Mcefſenper caiiogo late, for the Fart was altet- 
dy cx:cuted ; which was the Account the Meſſ:nger carry'd back to the 
Queen. And then it was ſhe/cou:d no-longereg»atiin berielf within the 
Bounds of Moderation, 'but ruxe ont info the Extrezms of Gtizf : Cert, 
(cry'd ſhe out) what gfebief lweth york barkgrous Zegl and crit! Impatieres 
dore me? Breaking ut ito fuch mournty] Lamehtations, that ie would 
endure neitter the Carefies nor the Carrto: ts of ady, aboat her. 14t tao: 
the Queen moura'd, Ceci! was pleas'd he #14cco:npHh'd his end ; aud the 
cruei Countets of Nortingham exulted in the Rzvenge ſhe had takta of a 
Maun that flighted ker Charms. 

But the.Griet of the Counteſs of Ex was ſo greatzit ic impoſſible to ber 
deſcrib'd. The moſt ob>durate Herrts.Could not bur'be mov'd witt: Come 


paſſion. for her. The Queen,. who Anger was dead with the Lail, feng. 
hes Me was at Liberty ,.and 1:44 ifpoſe ofs 7 


tc comfort her, aiſwin 
kizc HusbanJd's Egate asihe pleaſed;.. 


= 
= 


&) 
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and "keep hey Pity t6 berſelf, ſaid the to the 


repair the Adajcbief foe barb done me, But the Earl's Friends took her 

London, in hopes that Time might mltigate ber Grief. 

.- +. 'The Queen herſelf only languiſh'd out the reſt of her Days, having on- 

ly this to comfort her for the Death of Efex,, that he flighted her to the 
, and wou'd: never make her any. Submiſlion. 


--- The Counteſs my Lampe id not long triumph in her Revenge... A 
-vlolent Sickneſs t tie view Sfthe Borracs of Death and 
then Remorſe of Conlici for her Wickedheſs and Cruelty tormented 
her” | The Ghoſt of that brave Earl, whoſe Death was the effe&t of her 
Pecfideouſneſs,was always before her. And being at the point of Death, 
+ could not make her Exir without revealing her perfideons Attions to the 
Queen; and after having 'd one Moment's Audieace,. ſhe canfeſt 
. what paſt between the Earl of Eſex and perſelf, how-ſhe firlt loved him, 
"atnd thEn hated him; aud then declar'd her Perdeouſneſs in keeping the 
Ring which he gaveher to carry to the Queen with the moſt humble Sub- 
miſſions; and therewith gave the Queen the Ring ; who at this Relation 
- Had ſcarce Life enough to receive it. And turning to the expiring Coun- 
" tefs,. with a Look full of the higheſt Indignation, Perfidioxs W retch, ſaid 
ſhe,” what: Renwor'ſe af? thoy expos'd m? to? Whetber Heaven well pardon thy 
- Grimes 1 know-not;, but ſarc'l am 1ſhall never forget them. Having thus ſaid, 
tlis- Queen left her, and the Counteſs died ſoon after. — This Diſco- 
very did ſogreatly renew the Queen's Grief for £/ex his Death,- that the 
Queen died {00n-after it. | bt 


- 
_- 


FINIS. 


